[Clinicopathological study of calcifying cystic odontogenic tumors].
Calcifying cystic odontogenic tumors are benign tumors, characterized by the presence of ghost cells and calcified materials. We evaluated clinical characteristics of calcifying cystic odontogenic tumors in 21 cases at the Maxillofacial Surgery, Tokyo Medical and Dental University Hospital, between January 1979 and December 2006. Of the 21 lesions that were studied, 12 were observed in male patients, and 9 in female patients. The median age was 13.0 years (range, 4-69 years). Of the 21 lesions, 11 were located in the maxilla (intraosseous), 9 in the mandible (intraosseous), and 1 in the lower gingiva (extraosseous). Radiographically, 18 lesions appeared as unilocular radiolucencies, and 2 lesions as multilocular radiolucencies. Impacted teeth were observed in 15 cases. In 20 cases, the lesions were treated by enucleation. The follow-up duration ranged from 2 years, 5 months to 28 years, 8 months, and in 1 case, the lesion recurred and showed a malignant transformation 2 years 10 months after the treatment. Histopathologically, the lining epithelium consisted of cuboidal or columnar odontogenic cells. Ghost cells were frequently calcified, and the tissue was hardened. In 14 cases, the tumor was associated with odontoma.